
Emily Walkenhorst 
402.440.4578 | emilyawalkenhorst@gmail.com | emilywalkenhorst.com | @ewalkenhorst 
Data journalist and watchdog reporter with extensive beat reporting experience 

Professional Experience 
Reporter, Arkansas Democrat-Gazette (Sunday circ. 142,509), May 2013-now 
arkansasonline.com | Little Rock, Ark. 
• Write enterprise and breaking news for a 3 million-person coverage area 
• Analyze data, make interactive graphics and help other reporters with data and math problems 
• Cover the environment, higher education and the Census on the enterprise team 
• Led an investigation into a paper mill’s emissions that was followed by corrective action 
• Often anchor the newspaper’s Legislative session coverage when writing about bills on my beats 
• Write a weekly Health & Science newsletter for a growing subscriber base 
• Pursue in-depth projects, including stories on: 

- Untracked and misreported teacher absences across Arkansas K-12 schools 
- Deficient and unmanaged levees posing dangers long known and ignored by the state 
- A dam left to deteriorate by a property owners association and a limited regulatory system 

• Consistently chase short-term watchdog stories, such as those about: 
- Industries operating with indefinitely expired wastewater permits 
- Long-ignored requirements of the Clean Water Act 
- A legislator writing a law that could benefit his wastewater treatment company 

• Report breaking news with exclusive depth, i.e.: 
- Discovering the suddenly canceled Little Rock Film Festival’s revoked 501(c)3 status 
- Finding tax liens against a state division head after he resigned without notice 

  
Skills 
• Data/Web Journalism: R, Python, SQL, Excel, OpenRefine, Cometdocs, Tabula, Datawrapper, 

Tableau, QGIS, csvkit, VisiData, Google tools, Ellington CMS 
• Spanish speaking proficiency: 13 years of training (long-term travel in Spain and Argentina) 
• Visual Journalism: DSLR cameras, Final Cut Pro, Adobe programs (Illustrator, InDesign, Premiere) 

Activities 
• Investigative Reporters and Editors, 2013-now 

- Attended NICAR, 2013, 2018 & 2019; CAR boot camp at the University of Missouri, 2016 
• Education Writers Association, 2019-now 

- Attended EWA National Seminar, 2019 
• Society of Environmental Journalists, 2014-2018 

- Dallas workshop fellow, 2017 
• Seis Puentes, volunteer assistant English tutor, 2016-2018 

Education 
• University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Bachelor of Journalism with honors, May 2013 

Recognition 
• 1st Place Beat Reporting, Great Plains Journalism Awards, 2018 (environmental coverage) 
• 1st Place Beat Reporting, large newspapers, Arkansas APME, 2018 (environmental coverage) 
• 1st Place Beat Reporting, large newspapers, Arkansas APME, 2017 (environmental coverage)
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