
53% of levees Corps-listed as deficient (2017)
I did this project on my own. I used the National Levee Database and obtained inspection reports 
for dozens of levees across Arkansas, exploring all of the ways most of the state's known levees 
were not meeting standards. I interviewed levee operators and people affected by flooding. I also 
wrote a sidebar on how fixing levees was a stated, but unfunded, goal of Congress post-
Hurricane Katrina: http://www.emilywalkenhorst.com/uploads/1/0/2/4/102420406/
fixing_u.s._levees_an_aim_with_little_action.pdf. 

Two years after this published, a levee in bad shape breached during historic Arkansas River 
flooding. The consequence? Millions of dollars in damage with no funding source, because years 
of neglect made it mostly ineligible for federal assistance: http://www.emilywalkenhorst.com/
uploads/1/0/2/4/102420406/states_levees_hold_up_but_systems_fragility_laid_bare.pdf. The 
eventual cost of fixing levee deficiencies along the Arkansas River was estimated to be more 
than $100 million. It's unclear where most of that money will come from, but the governor 
created a task force to better the state's levees and set aside $10 million. 

I made an interactive map this summer of levees along the Arkansas River and noted whether 
they were in acceptable condition: https://www.arkansasonline.com/616levees/.
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Paper mill's emissions go unregulated, exceed their 
permit (2018)
I was the lead reporter for this investigation. I had asked another reporter to help me sort through 
vast amounts of records I had obtained related to the wide variety of complaints residents in this 
community had about the area paper mill. For this project, I found our human sources and found 
that hydrogen sulfide emissions were higher than what the company's permit stipulated and 
confronted state regulators about it. Additionally, I took photos and conceived of all of the 
graphics and created an interactive map of hydrogen sulfide test results, found here: https://
www.arkansasonline.com/crossett/. Together, we found that the Georgia- Pacific paper mill in 
Crossett, a poor town on the Louisiana border, had emitted high levels of hydrogen sulfide and 
contributed to concentrations of the chemical in the air that could irritate residents' sinuses. Later 
that year, after we published, the paper mill entered a multi-million corrective action settlement 
with state and federal government to address hydrogen sulfide emissions. Here's that story: 
http://www.emilywalkenhorst.com/uploads/1/0/2/4/102420406/papermillfined.pdf (A note: the 
headline in the March 2018 story had to be corrected, because the odor was not above limits; we 
did not write the headline nor see it prior to publishing.) 
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Residents near 1 lake warned of problems with dam; not 
uncommon in state (2018)
For this story, I took a tip from an upset new Lake Sandy Acres home owner and examined 
decades of property records to track the trail of dam ownership and property owner association 
notices to home buyers. The dam was in bad shape, and he was worried he’d be liable for any 
damage it could cause. 

I researched dam regulations in Arkansas and elsewhere, and spoke with experts about how this 
dam would have been regulated in most places, but not in Arkansas. The state’s looser rules for 
regulating dams prevent oversight of frequently problematic individual-owned and 
neighborhood-owned dams, such as Lake Sandy and others. (Earlier this year, state officials told 
me the Lake Sandy dam was in danger of breaching, which I noted in this story using an 
Associated Press data release: https://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2019/nov/18/high-risk-
dams-in-rough-shape-state-dat/) 

I toured the dam and visited nearby neighborhoods, and I took my own photos for this story.
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